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There is a wealth of literature about the war powers. For those who are interested in further reading, 

the Commission staff has assembled the following list of references to books, reports, scholarly 

articles, congressional documents, and court opinions. These materials represent a non-exhaustive vari-

ety of viewpoints over a broad swath of time.

The sources listed below derive not only from the Commission’s own research, but also from fi ve 

additional useful sources: 1) The bibliography in the War Powers of the President and Congress: Who Holds the 

Arrows and Olive Branch by W. Taylor Reveley, III (University Press of Virginia, 1981); 2) The “Suggested 

Readings” listed in Louis Fisher’s Presidential War Power (University Press of Kansas, 2004); 3) The Selected 

Bibliography on War Powers, available at the Pentagon Library (available at www.whs.mil/library/warpow-

ers.htm); 4) the Law Library of Congress’s “War Powers” guide (www.loc.gov/law/help/war-powers.

html); and 5) The War Powers Resolution: A Bibliography by Leonard Klein (published in the December 

1988 edition of the Journal of National Security Law).
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a Declaration of National Emergency (1991). 

David M. Ackerman, CRS Report For Congress: The President’s Powers in Time of War: A Brief Overview (1991). 
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Henry Bartholomew Cox, War, Foreign Affairs & Constitutional Power, 1829-1901 (1984).
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1975 (1986). 
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United States, 1789-1961 (1999). 

Barry M. Blechman and Stephen S. Kaplan, et al., Force Without War: U.S. Armed Forces as a Political 
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Ken Booth, Statecraft and Security: The Cold War and Beyond (1998).
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Ronald J. Caridi, The Korean War and American Politics: The Republican Party as a Case Study (1969). 
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Anthony Clark Arend and Robert J. Beck, International Law and the Use of Force: Beyond the U.N. Charter 
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Edward Corwin, The President’s Control of Foreign Relations (1917).

Edward S. Corwin, Ed., Total War and the Constitution: Five Lectures Delivered at the University of Michigan, 

Ann Arbor (1947). 

L. Gordon Crovitz, A Presidential Strategy for Repealing the War Powers Resolution (1989). 

John C. Daly, et al., War Powers and the Constitution (1984). 
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Joseph G. Dawson, Ed., Commanders in Chief: Presidential Leadership in Modern Wars (1993). 

Alexander DeConde, Presidential Machismo: Executive Authority, Military Intervention, and Foreign Relations 

(2002). 

Alexander DeConde, The Quasi-War: The Politics and Diplomacy of the Undeclared War with France, 1797-

1801 (1966).

Pierre de Senarclens, From Yalta to the Iron Curtain: The Great Powers and the Origins of the Cold War (1995). 

Harvey A. DeWeerd, President Wilson Fights His War: World War I and the American Intervention (1968).
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John Hart Ely, War and Responsibility: Constitutional Lessons of Vietnam and Its Aftermath (1993). 
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Leon Friedman and Burt Neuborne, Unquestioning Obedience to the President (1972). 

Leon Friedman and William F. Levantrosser, eds., Cold War Patriot and Statesman: Richard M. Nixon (1993). 

Fred W. Friendly, The Constitution, That Delicate Balance (1984). 

William Conrad Gibbons, The U.S. Government and the Vietnam War: Executive and Legislative Roles and 

Relationships (1995).

Martha L. Gibson, Weapons of Infl uence: The Legislative Veto, American Foreign Policy and the Irony of Reform 

(1992). 
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Michael J. Glennon, Constitutional Diplomacy (1990). 

Jack Goldsmith, The Terror Presidency: Law and Judgment Inside the Bush Administration (2007). 

Gov. Printing Offi ce, The War Powers Resolution: Relevant Documents, Reports and Correspondence (1994). 

Richard F. Grimmett, CRS Report for Congress 95-1190F: Key Presidential and Congressional Actions Relating 

to the War Powers Since 1993 (2004).

Richard F. Grimmett, CRS Report RL33532: The War Powers Resolution (2007). 

Richard F. Grimmett, CRS Report for Congress RL32267: The War Powers Resolution: After Thirty Years (2004).

Nathan D. Grundstein, Presidential Delegation of Authority in Wartime (1961). 

Richard Haass, Intervention: The Use of American Military Force in the Post-Cold War World (1999). 
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Brien Hallett, The Lost Art of Declaring War (1998).
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Warren W. Hassler, Jr., The President as Commander-in-Chief  (1971).

Richard F. Haynes, The Awesome Power, Harry S. Truman as Commander in Chief  (1973).

Ryan C. Hendrickson, The Clinton Wars: The Constitution, Congress and War Powers (2002). 

Louis Henkin, Constitutionalism, Democracy, and Foreign Affairs (1990). 

Louis Henkin, Foreign Affairs and the U.S. Constitution (1996). 

Gary R. Hess, Presidential Decisions for War: Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf (2001). 

Newell Highsmith, A Critique of the War Powers Resolution of 1973 in Light of the Intelligence Accountability 

Act of 1980 (1982). 

Pat M. Holt, The War Powers Resolution: The Role of Congress in U.S. Armed Intervention (1978). 

William G. Howell and Jon C. Pevehouse, While Dangers Gather: Congressional Checks on Presidential War 

Powers (2007). 

R. Gordon Hoxie, Command Decision and the Presidency: A Study in National Security Policy and Organization 

(1977).

Harold Melvin Hyman, Quiet Past and Stormy Present? War Powers in American History (1986). 

Peter Huchthausen, America’s Splendid Little Wars: A Short History of U.S. Military Engagements: 1975-2000 

(2003).

Allen Ides, Congress, Constitutional Responsibility and the War Power (1984). 

Peter H. Irons, War Powers: How the Imperial Presidency Hijacked the Constitution (2006).
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Jacob K. Javits and Don Kellermann, Who Makes War: The President Versus Congress (1973). 

Burton I. Kaufman, The Korean War: Challenges in Crisis, Credibility and Command (1997). 

Robert Keith, CRS Report for Congress: Suspension of Budget Enforcement Procedures in the Event of a 

Declaration of War (1991). 

Thomas R. Keller, The War Powers Resolution: An Annotated Bibliography (1981).

Edward Keynes, Undeclared War: Twilight Zone of Constitutional Power (1991). 

Richard S. Kirkendall, Harry S. Truman, Korea and the Imperial Presidency (1975). 

Louis William Koenig, The Presidency and the Crisis: Powers of the Offi ce from the Invasion of Poland to Pearl 

Harbor (1945). 

Eric Larrabee, Commander in Chief: Franklin Delano Roosevelt, His Lieutenants, and Their War (2004). 

William L. Langer and S. Everett Gleason, The Undeclared War, 1940-1941 (1953).

William L. Langer and S. Everett Gleason, The Challenge to Isolation: The World Crisis of 1937-1940 and 

American Foreign Policy (1970). 

Christopher Layne, Time for Congr ess to Vote on the Issue of War in the Gulf (1990). 

Robert Leckie, The Wars of America (1968).

John F. Lehman, Making War: The 200-Year-Old Battle Between the President and Congress Over How America 

Goes to war (1992). 

Jennifer Lee, Legislative War Powers in the United States and the Soviet Union (1991). 

Leonard Levy, Original Intent and the Framers’ Constitution (2000). 

Mark M. Lowenthal, CRS Report: Iraq-Kuwait: Issues Concerning a U.S. Declaration of War (1990). 

Thomas E. Mann, Ed., A Question of Balance: The President, the Congress and Foreign Policy (1990). 

Maeva Marcus, Truman and the Steel Seizure Cases: The Limits of Presidential Power (1977).

Clyde R. Mark, CRS Report: Persian Gulf and The War Powers Debate: Issue Summary and Review of Events 

(1988). 

J. F. Maurice, Hostilities Without Declaration of War: An Historical Abstract of the Cases in Which Hostilities Have 

occurred between Civilized Powers Prior to Declaration or Warning From 1700 to 1870 (1883). 

Christopher N. May, In the Name of War: Judicial Review and the War Powers Since 1918 (1989). 

Ernest R. May, Ed., The Ultimate Decision: The President as Commander in Chief (1960).

John N. Moore, Law & Civil War in the Modern World (2007). 

Anindita Mukherjee, A Comparative Study of War Powers of the President of the United States and the Prime 

Minister of Great Britain (1993). 
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Dana G. Munro, Intervention and Dollar Diplomacy in the Caribbean, 1900-1921 (1964). 

Joseph L. Nogee, For a Presidency That Is Strong Without Being Imperial (1981).

Offi ce of the Judge Advocate General, U.S. Air Force, Digest of War and Emergency Legislation Affecting the 

Department of Defense (2000). 

Henry Paolucci and Richard Charles Clark, Presidential Power and Crisis Government in the Age of 

Terrorism (2003). 

Gerald M. Perkins and Richard F. Grimmett, CRS Report RL33532: The War Powers Resolution after 30 

Years (2006). 

Geoffrey A. Perret, A Country Made by War (1989). 

William E. Pierson, The Constitutionality of Armageddon (1983). 

J. Pomeroy, Introduction to the Constitutional Law of the United States (1888). 

Eric A. Posner and Adrian Vermeule, Terror in the Balance: Security, Liberty, and the Courts (2007). 

Merlo J. Pusey, The Way We Go to War (1969).

Paul B. Quimby, Combat and Crisis Resolution: The Relationship Between Presidential Military Background and 

the Conduct of Foreign and Domestic Policies (1991).

Robert E. Quirk, An Affair of Honor: Woodrow Wilson and the Occupation of Veracruz (1967). 

Michael D. Ramsey, The Constitution’s Text in Foreign Affairs (2007). 

Peter Raven-Hansen, First Use of Nuclear Weapons: Under the Constitution, Who Decides? (1987).

William Montgomery Raymond, Collision or Collusion? The Congress, the President, and the Ambiguity of the 

War Powers (1993).

Harold Relyea, CRS Report: National Emergency Powers (1991).

Harold Relyea and Elaine Halchin, Informing Congress: The Role of the Executive in Times of War (2003). 

W. Taylor Reveley, III, War Powers of the President and Congress: Who Holds the Arrows and Olive Branch? 
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Richard D. Rosen, Funding “Non-Traditional” Military Operations: The Alluring Myth of a Presidential Power 
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Clinton Rossiter, The American Presidency (1960). 
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John T. Rourke, Congress and Presidency in United States Foreign Policymaking: A Study of Interaction and 
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John T. Rourke, Presidential Wars and American Democracy: Rally ‘Round the Chief (1993). 

Ronald Rotunda, Fixing the War Powers Act (1995).

Dorothy Schaffter and Dorothy M. Mathews, The Powers of the President as Commander in Chief of the 

Army and Navy of the United States (1970). 

Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Imperial Presidency (1973). 

Arthur M. Schlesinger, War and the American Presidency (2005). 

Arthur Schlesinger and Alfred De Grazia, Congress and the Presidency: Their Role in Modern Times (1967). 

John H. Schroeder, Mr. Polk’s War: American Opposition and Dissent, 1846-1848 (1973). 

Sherry B. Shapiro, CRS Report for Congress 93-6757: War Powers: Bibliography-in-Brief (1993).

Sherry B. Shapiro, The Use of Force, Peacekeeping and War Powers: A Checklist of CRS Products (1994). 

Martin S. Sheffer, The Judicial Development of Presidential War Powers (1999).

Howard E. Shuman and Walter R. Thomas, Eds., The Constitution and National Security (1990). 

Ron Sievert, Defense, Liberty and the Constitution: Exploring the Critical National Security Issues of our Time 

(2005).

Gordon Silverstein, Imbalance of Powers: Constitutional Interpretation and the Making of American Foreign 

Policy (1997).

J. Malcolm Smith and Stephen Jurika, The President and National Security: His Role as Commander-in-Chief 

(1972). 

Marc E. Smyrl, Confl ict or Codetermination? Congress, the President, and the Power to Make War (1988). 

Theodore L. Snow, The Political Question of Undeclared War in Vietnam: The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

v. Melvin Laird (400 U.S. 886) (1993). 

Abraham D. Sofaer, War, Foreign Affairs, and Constitutional Power: The Origins (1976). 

Abraham D. Sofaer, The War Powers Resolution and Antiterrorist Operations (1986). 

Robert J. Spitzer, President and Congress: Executive Hegemony at the Crossroads of American Government 

(1993). 

J.C.A. Stagg, Mr. Madison’s War: Politics, Diplomacy, and Warfare in the Early American Republic, 1783-1830 

(1983). 

Richard W. Steele, Free Speech in the Good War (1999). 

Gary M. Stern and Morton H. Halperin, Eds., The U.S. Constitution and the Power to Go to War (1994). 

Paul S. Stevens, U.S. Armed Forces and Homeland Defense: The Legal Framework (2001). 

James L. Sundquist, The Decline and Resurgence of Congress (1981). 
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John H. Sullivan, The War Powers Resolution: A Special Study of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (1982). 

Charles Callan Tansill, America Goes to War (1963).

Charles Callan Tansill, Back Door to War: The Roosevelt Foreign Policy, 1933-1941 (1963). 
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Frank E. Vandiver, How America Goes to War (2005). 

Lawrence R. Velvel, Undeclared War and Civil Disobedience: The American System in Crisis (1970).

Gerald F. Warburg, Confl ict and Consensus: Struggle between Congress and President over Foreign Policymaking 

(1989). 

Charles Warren, The Making of the Constitution (1993). 

Sidney Warren, The President as World Leader (1964).

Donald L. Westerfi eld, War Powers: The President, the Congress, and the Question of War (1996).

Alan F. Westin, The Anatomy of a Constitutional Law Case: Youngstown Sheet and Tube Co. v. Sawyer, The Steel 

Seizure Decision (1990). 

John M. Wells and Maria Wilhelm, The People vs. Presidential War (1970).

Marcia Lynn Whicker, et al., The Presidency and the Persian Gulf War (1993).

Francis O. Wilcox and Richard A. Frank, Eds., The Constitution and the Conduct of Foreign Policy (1976). 

W. Scott Wilkinson, The Little Rock Case: Authority of the President to Use Federal Troops in a State of the Union 
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Phil Williams, The Senate and U.S. Troops in Europe (1985).

Francis Wormuth, To Chain the Dog of War: The War Power of Congress in History and Law (1989).

Quincy Wright, The Control of American Foreign Relations (1970). 
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David P. Auerswald and Peter F. Cowhey, Ballotbox Diplomacy: The War Powers Resolution and the Use of 
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