“Blow the Safe and Get It”
Date: June 17, 1971
Participant: Richard M. Nixon
Participant: Henry A. Kissinger
Start Time: 17:15

Place: Oval Office

President Nixon had heard rumors that the Brookings Institution, a think tank in Washington, DC,
held files containing potentially damaging information about U.S. military strategy in Vietnam. In
response, Nixon ordered a clandestine team to clean out the Brookings safe and retrieve the files.

President Nixon: [H. R.] Bob [Haldeman], now, do you remember [Tom Charles] Huston’s plan?
Implement it.

Henry A. Kissinger: But couldn’t we go over? Now, Brookings [Institution] has no right to have
[President Nixon attempts to interject] classified documents.

President Nixon: You know, | mean, | want it implemented on a thievery basis. Goddamn it, get in
and get those files. Blow the safe and get it.

End of excerpt.
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